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for children with disability and special learning needs 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

    MERRIWA EDUCATION SUPPORT CENTRE 
An Independent Public School 

ôLEARNING FOR LIFEõ  
Parent/Carer Information Booklet 2017 

Principal: Karen Macri    Manager Corporate Services: Maxine Russ and Kylie Mantell    
School Officer: Lyn Smart 

    67 Baltimore Parade,  Merriwa  WA  6030  
 

Phone:  9305 9897      
Email: Merriwa.ESC@education.wa.edu.au Website: www.merriwaps.wa.edu  

School Terms  

Term One Wednesday 1 February Friday 7 April 

Term Two Wednesday 26 April Friday 30 June 

Term Three Tuesday 18 July Friday 22 September 

Term Four Monday 9 October Thursday 14 December 

Pupil Free / Staff Development Days 

Public Holidays 

Australia Day Thursday 26 January 

Labour Day Monday 6 March 

Good Friday Friday 14 April 

Easter Monday Monday 17 April 

Anzac Day Holiday Tuesday 25 April 

WA Day Monday 5 June 

Queens Birthday Monday 2 October 

Christmas Day Monday 25 December 

Boxing Day Tuesday 26 December 

Monday 24 April Friday 2 June Monday 17 July 



WELCOME TO MERRIWA EDUCATION SUPPORT CENTRE  
 
We believe that school 
should be a happy and 
rewarding time for both 
parents and children.  
If at any time you find that 
it is not so, please do not 
hesitate to let us know. 
 
 
 

We look forward to another productive and successful year, 
and encourage all parents to become involved in all that the 
school community has to offer. 
 
OUR VISION AND ETHOS 
To provide purposeful and relevant learning programs that 
support the individual towards enabling meaningful 
participation in the community. An outcomes focused 
curriculum delivered in a supportive, safe, stimulating and 
inclusive learning environment ensures the development of 
academic, social, creative and physical skills while fostering 
independence in each child. 
 
Our programs provide an environment that: 
 

¶ Values your child as an individual 
¶ Identifies the strengths and nurtures the giftedness of 

your child 
¶ Assesses and monitors the progress of your child using 

latest technologies 
¶ Creates learning environments that are developmentally 

appropriate to ensure success for your child 
¶ Builds learning on a solid foundation of numeracy and 

literacy 
¶ Recognises the preferred learning styles of your child 
¶ Uses new technologies in all learning areas 
¶ Celebrates and respects diversity 
 

ABOUT THE CENTRE 
The purpose of the Merriwa Education Support Centre is to 
cater for children with diverse learning needs.  Primary aged 
students are enrolled in the centre through a process of 
assessment and placement by the Regional Student Services 
team.  Parental choice and involvement is an essential part of 
the placement process. 
 
 

Merriwa ESC works closely with the Merriwa Primary School.  
The education support students share the same facilities, 
wear the same uniform and are included with the primary 
school for many activities. 
 

The ESC classrooms are located within the primary school 
buildings to increase integration opportunities and to 
encourage peer socialisation. 
 

The majority of our students live close to the ESC ï Merriwa, 
Clarkson, Mindarie, Ridgewood and Quinns Rocks, although 
some travel from Yanchep and Kinross. 
A contract bus is available to provide free door-to-door 
transport and is financed by School Bus Services, Public 
Transport Authority. This service is specifically for students 
who have not yet attained the skills to safely travel to and 
from school by public transport.  Eligibility to travel on the 
contract bus is determined through an online application 
through School Bus Services at www.schoolbuses.wa.gov.au 
 
EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM 
The Centre also conducts a two year early, intensive, 
intervention program for kindergarten and pre primary 
students diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder. The 
program utilises Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) which is 
an internationally recognised approach to understanding and 
changing behaviour. The EI program has proven to be 
beneficial intervention for children with Autism. 
Eligibility is determined by detailed paediatric assessment. 
 
VISITORS 
All visitors are asked to check in at the ESC office and fill out 
our óVisitors Registerô before proceeding onto the school 
grounds.  This is a security measure.   
Please note:  All parents who assist in classrooms are 
required to complete a óConfidential Declarationô form.  
Volunteers and staff are required to meet the Working with 
Children Check requirements. 
 
2017 STAFFING 
Our Principal, Mrs Karen Macri, five classroom teachers and 
two support teachers staff the centre.  Disability Resourcing 
enables us to employ three education assistants for each 
classroom to support student learning programs. 
 

Mrs Kylie Mantell and Mrs Maxine Russ share the position of 
the ESC Manager Corporate Services. Kylie is available from 
Monday to Wednesday and Maxine is available from 
Wednesday to Friday.   
Lyn Smart is the ESC School Officer, working on Fridays.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE SCHOOL PROGRAM 
The subjects offered at the Centre cover the same 
curriculum learning areas, which are available in all 
government primary schools.  These being: 
 
¶ Arts  
¶ English 
¶ Health and Physical Education 
¶ History 
¶ Humanities and Social Sciences 
¶ Languages (LOTEðAUSLAN) 
¶ Mathematics  
¶ Science 
¶ Technologies 

 
2017ñ2019  SCHOOL PRIORITIES 
¶ Literacy 
¶ Numeracy 
¶ Communication 
¶ Health and Wellbeing 
¶ Promoting Independence 

 
PLANNING FOR YOUR CHILDõS NEEDS 
Every education support child has an Individualised 
Education Plan (called an IEP), which is finely tailored to 
meet the needs of each student.  Parents are invited to 
have input into this plan, which forms the basis of the childôs 
learning program.  During the early weeks of first term, 
parents will be invited to an interview to help teachers 
design an education plan for your childôs specific needs.   
An IEP review will occur at the beginning of term 3.  At this 
meeting you will be asked to reflect on the previous 
semesterôs objectives and assist in setting new goals for 
your child. 
 
Many of the teaching strategies used in this Centre provide 
highly structured lessons.  In this way the children are given 
many opportunities to practise their skills.  Skills are then 
consolidated using cooperative learning strategies.  An 
óintegrated curriculaô or thematic approach is also used by 
classes throughout the centre. Learning areas covered by 
each of these topics include: The Arts, English, Health and 
Physical Education, Languages, Maths, Science, 
Humanities and Social Science, Technologies, and also 
incorporate the use of technical equipment such as iPads, 
interactive whiteboards, computers and digital cameras. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INTEGRATION 
Your child may be allocated a primary class of children the 
same age.  This class will be the one with which most 
integrated activities will be carried out.  The amount of time 
that an education support child spends with a primary class 
depends on the needs of the individual.  Our aim is to provide 
integration experiences, which emphasise the quality rather 
than the quantity of time spent together.  Not only do the 
children from the ESC spend time in the primary classes, but 
also some primary children are offered temporary positions 
within the Centre to enable them to improve their skills in 
particular areas. 
 
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS - $40/Child 
Your voluntary contributions provide teachers with the 
opportunity to provide an enriching experience for your child.  
We rely on every parent/carer contributing to support their 
childôs education.  It would be appreciated if your contributions 
could be paid at the beginning of the 2016 school year. 
Monies collected via contributions are used to fund: 
 

¶ Materials and resources used in Art, Music, Drama and 
Cooking    $20.00 

¶ Sensory Resources    $ 5.00 
¶ Literacy  Resources     $ 5.00 
¶ Phys Ed Resources     $ 5.00 
¶ Maths Resources                        $ 5.00 

 
If parents have difficulty in paying any costs, please 
contact the Principal or Manager Corporate Services to 
make confidential alternative arrangements. 
 

Additional charges that may occur throughout the year include; 
 

Swimming     maximum $  50.00 
Interschool Sport    maximum $  10.00 
Incursions/Excursions   maximum $100.00 
Year 6 Day Camp activities   maximum $150.00 
Classroom Activities    maximum $  50.00 
Community Access Program  maximum $150.00 
 

 




